
 

Here you see a picture of the Guadagni castle of Boutheon with historical information which I will translate: 

On the left of the picture is the Southern part of the castle, on the right the Northern side. The oldest part of the 
castle is the Southern side, with a 14th century massive rectangular tower, built on the site of an older castle, now 
invisible from the outside because of other construction added later on. But Carlo and I visited it from the inside and 
its powerful stone walls are impressive. The Northern tower with a pointed roof was added by Mathieu de Bourbon, 
ancestor of the King of France, at the end of the 15th century. The Guadagni owned the castle from the 16th to the 
end of the 18th century (300 years) and made the most important changes and improvements to it, including the huge 
and beautiful park all around it that is still kept as it was during their time. The street leading up the hill to it, from 
the town of Boutheon, is called “rue Guillaume de Gadagne” (Guglielmo Guadagni Street in French) after the 
Guadagni who first bought the castle. He was the governor of Lyon, at that time the richest city in France, and of all 
surrounding region. He transformed the castle from a Middle-Age fortress to a Renaissance palace: the entrance 
portal, the framing of the windows, the well, the lantern of the Belvedere tower, etc.  

            If you look at the top of the roof of the building next to the tower on the Northern side, you notice a small 
replica of the dome of the Cathedral of Florence. In reality the dome is located on the top of a flat roof tower behind 
the building, that you can see better in other pictures of it. Guillaume de Gadagne, like all the French Guadagni, was 
very proud of being a “Florentine”, and he wanted the world to know it. 

            Finally, the pointed roof tower on the right was rebuilt in the 19th century and contains a chapel in it. 

            A few years ago, the castle of Boutheon was bought by the city of Andrezieux-Boutheon, a wealthy 
industrial town, and the mayor, Jean Claude Schalk,, worked with enthusiasm to make of it one of the best historical 
and geological museums of the region. Several thousands tourists visit it every year, from all of France and also 



from other countries of the world. When Carlo and I visited it, the mayor took a whole day off his work to spend it 
with us, showing us in detail the castle and the surrounding park, and telling us about his many projects and 
eventually inviting us to lunch in a beautiful exclusive restaurant. A young lady that came with the mayor, and who 
was the director of the historical research on the Guadagni castle, told us with sparkling eyes how excited she was, 
after spending so may years in studying the Guadagni Family history, to meet some real live Guadagni. When I 
returned a few years later with cousin Michael Cooper the mayor took some time off again to visit the castle with me 
and Michael. 

            Every month the town of Boutheon publishes a free bulletin relating all the important facts that happened in 
that period. At the castle of Boutheon there was a car rally. Below is one such flyer with translation on the bottom of 
each page. 

            Thank you, 

                       Francesco 
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